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Fourteen-year-old Mary MacNamara does not know the words for what her
father did to her down by the river, but she knows nothing will ever be the same
again. She lives in a small town in the rural West of Ireland where superstition
and petty jealousies fester; where poverty and ignorance make people hard,
bitter, and unforgiving. Mary will find scant justice or mercy among those in her
community--even less among those called to adjudicate upon her case in a city
far away as her private tragedy is dragged into the public arena, making her
doubly a victim, prey to militant factions on all sides. Recalling the controversial
1992 "Miss X" case which drew international attention and provoked a
nationwide crisis of conscience within Ireland, Down by the River combines
passionately held principle and rich, evocative language and imagery to
transform a dark drama of violence and suppressed emotions into a work of art
that is universal, cathartic, and sublime.
• Down by the River was a national bestseller--#1 on Newsday list.
• Reviews of Down by the River are some of the best of O'Brien's distinguished
career.
• O'Brien's previous novel, The House of Splendid Isolation, is now in its 7th
printing in Plume.
• Renaissance of interest in Irish literature and culture has potential to draw a
whole new audience to this important and quintessentially Irish writer.
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• Renaissance of interest in Irish literature and culture has potential to draw a whole new audience to this
important and quintessentially Irish writer.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

The book Down by the River can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a good thing like a book Down by the River? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Down by the River has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Nancy Lord:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Down by the River it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Russell Wade:

Beside this Down by the River in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Down by the River
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Thomas Taylor:

This Down by the River is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
digest in reading this Down by the River can be the light food in your case because the information inside



this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life and also knowledge.
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